December 17, 2019

The Honorable House Speaker Robert DelL.eo
24 Beacon Street, Room 356
Boston, MA, 02133

The Honorable House Ways and Means Chair Aaron Michlewitz
24 Beacon Street, Room 243
Boston, MA, 02133

To the Honorable Speaker and Chair:

We, the 144 undersigned mayors, city councilors, select board members, city and town managers
and administrators, conservation commission members, and city and town committee chairs, ask
that you support H.3976, An Act promoting awareness of sewage pollution in public waters, and

ask for its immediate discharge from House Ways and Means to the House floor with a favorable
report.

Ever year in Massachusetts, nearly 3 billion gallons of untreated or partially treated sewage is
discharged into Massachusetts rivers through combined sewer overflows (CSOs), an
infrastructure “shortcut” that contributes significantly to water pollution in our state. Sewage
carries pathogens - bacteria, parasites and viruses - as well as chemical toxins. These pathogens
can cause infections, dysentery, and potentially even cholera.

For high risk populations - children, the elderly, pregnant women - engagement with sewage-
contaminated water can be disastrous. A 2004 EPA estimate concluded that between 1.8 and 3.5
million Americans become sick annually from recreational contact with sewage-contaminated
waters. A 2015 study of Massachusetts hospital admissions published in a journal of the National
Institute of Environmental Health Sciences found that ER visits due to gastrointestinal illnesses
for elderly patients typically increase by 32% in affected communities after extreme rain events.

The EPA recommends that the public stay away from water contaminated with sewage for 72
hours, and yet we do not provide Massachusetts residents with the information they need to take
this simple safety precaution. There is currently no general public notification requirement for
operators of these CSOs. As climate change increases the frequency and intensity of storm
events in Massachusetts that exacerbate sewage overflows (both combined sewer overflows and
sanitary sewer overflows), and as the Commonwealth’s urban population centers continue to
grow, we anticipate that the number and impact of sewage overflow events will only grow.

H. 3976 will address the lack of public information about sewage spills and will make public
waterways safer. This legislation mirrors requirements in place in 14 other states, requiring
general public notifications after sewage spills, so citizens can make informed decisions about
when it is safe to recreate in public waterways. Similar common-sense notification requirements
have already been adopted in more than a dozen other states. Massachusetts citizens should have
the same access to public health information as residents of these other states. We ask that you



support this legislation and efforts to increase funding for communities to implement notification
systems and further infrastructure improvements to curtail sewage spills.

On behalf of the citizens we represent and in the interest of protecting the health of all peoples of
the Commonwealth, we ask that you act to support the immediate discharge of H.3976 from

House Ways and Means.
Sincerely,

Sheryl Becker
Conservation Commission Member
Agawam

Ken Gray
Mayor
Amesbury

Brian Yellen

Water Supply Protection Committee
Member

Ambherst

Laura M. Gregory
Select Board Chair
Andover

Daniel Koh
Select Board Member
Andover

John Hurd
Select Board Member
Arlington

Matthew Marshquist
Sustainability Committee Chair
Ashland

Diane Mortensen
Board of Health, Chairman
Ashland

Thomas Caputo
Select Board Chair
Belmont

Adam Dash
Select Board Vice Chair
Belmont

Roy Epstein
Select Board Member
Belmont

Robert Czekanski
Board of Selectmen, Member
Bolton

Jonathan Keep
Board of Selectmen, Member
Bolton

Stanley Wysocki
Board of Selectmen, Chair
Bolton

Lydia Edward
City Councilor, District One
Boston

Annissa Essaibi-George
City Councilor At-Large
Boston

Michael F. Flaherty
Boston City Councilor At-Large
Boston

Josh Zakim
Boston City Councilor, District 8
Boston



Michelle Wu
City Councilor At-Large
Boston

Anne Beauregard
Ward 5 City Councilor
Brockton

Raul Fernandez
Select Board Member
Brookline

Dennis Carlone
City Councilor
Cambridge

Craig Kelley
City Councilor
Cambridge

Quinton Zondervan
City Councilor
Cambridge

Alan Lewis

Board of Selectmen, Vice Chair

Carlisle

Roy Avellaneda
Councillor At-Large
Chelsea

Robert Bishop
District 1 Councillor
Chelsea

Calvin T. Brown
District 8 Councillor
Chelsea

Judith Garcia
District 5 Councillor
Chelsea

Enio Lopez
District 4 Councillor
Chelsea

Joe Perlatonda
District 3 Councillor
Chelsea

Giovanni A. Recupero
District 6 Councillor
Chelsea

Leo Robinson
Councillor At-Large
Chelsea

Yamir Rodriguez
District 7 Councillor
Chelsea

Luis Tejada
District 2 Councillor, Vice President
Chelsea

Damali Vidot
Councillor At-Large, President
Chelsea

Bob Armstrong
Selectman
Conway

Daniel C. Bennett
Selectman
Danvers

Salem Derby
District 4 City Councilor, Vice President
Easthampton

Owen Zaret
City Councilor At-Large
Easthampton



Noval Alexander

School Committee Member, District 5

Framingham

Judith Grove
City Councilor
Framingham

Margareth Shepard
City Council
Framingham

Becky Pine
Select Board Member
Groton

Denise Dembkoski
Finance Director
Groveland

Alice VVon Loesecke
Select Board, Chair
Harvard

Rich D. Maiore
Select Board, Vice Chair
Harvard

Kara Minar
Select Board, Clerk
Harvard

Stuart Sklar
Select Board Member
Harvard

Lucy Wallace
Select Board Member
Harvard

Joseph DiPietro
Conservation Commission Member
Haverhill

Neil Frasca, P.G.
Conservation Commission Member
Haverhill

Phillip LaCroix
Conservation Commission Member
Haverhill

Michael S. McGonagle
City Councilor
Haverhill

Thomas Sullivan
City Council Vice President
Haverhill

Harmony Wilson
Conservation Commission, Chair
Haverhill

Thomas Wylie, Ed. D.
Conservation Commission, Clerk
Haverhill

Jeffrey Barnes
Conservation Commission, Chair
Hopkinton

Kerry Mackin
Select Board Member
Ipswich

Peter d’Errico
Select Board Member
Leverett

Tom Hankinson
Select Board Member
Leverett

Julie Shively
Select Board Member
Leverett



Joseph Pato
Selectman
Lexington

Mark Sandeen
Selectman
Lexington

Marie Angelides
Select Board Chair
Longmeadow

Richard Foster
Select Board Vice Chair
Longmeadow

Mark Gold
Select Board Member
Longmeadow

Thomas Lachiusa
Select Board Member
Longmeadow

Marc Strange
Select Board Clerk
Longmeadow

Phyllis M. Luck
Board of Selectmen, Vice Chair
Lunenburg

Ryan O’Malley
City Councillor
Malden

Stephanie M. Burke
Mayor
Medford

Adam Knight
City Councilor
Medford

Monica Medeiros
City Councilor-at-Large
Melrose

Joel D. Breen
Board of Selectmen, Chairman
Merrimac

Jennifer Kannan

City Councilor-at-Large, Council
Chairperson

Methuen

Allin Frawley
Selectman
Middleboro

Melinda A. Collins
Select Board Vice-Chair
Milton

Kathleen M. Conlon
Select Board Member
Milton

Anthony J. Farrington
Select Board Secretary
Milton

Richard G. Wells, Jr.
Select Board Member
Milton

Michael F. Zullas
Select Board Chair
Milton

J.R. Colby
Select Board, Chair
Newbury

Michael Doyle
Select Board Member
Newbury



Alicia Greco
Select Board Member
Newbury

Damon Jespersen
Select Board, Vice Chair
Newbury

Geoffrey H. Walker
Select Board Member
Newbury

Donna D. Holaday
Mayor
Newburyport

Afroz Khan
City Councillor At Large
Newburyport

Susan Albright
Councilor at Large, Ward 2
Newton

Andrea Kelley
City Councilor
Newton

Marc Laredo
Councilor at Large, Ward 7
Newton

Alison Leary
Councilor at Large, Ward 1
Newton

Deborah Crossley
Councilor at Large, Ward 5
Newton

Emily Norton
Ward Councilor, Ward 2
Newton

Eric Buddington
City Councilor
North Adams

Jason LaForest
City Councilor
North Adams

Regina Kean
Selectman
North Andover

Andrew Schultz
Selectman
North Reading

Alisa Klein
City Councilor
Northampton

David Narkewicz
Mayor
Northampton

Lorinda Baker

Councilor-At-Large

Palmer

Caleb Mitchell

Town Administrator

Peru

Stephen Dibble

City Councilor Ward 7, President

Salem

Lisa Peterson

City Councilor Ward 3

Salem

Donna Abdulla
Selectman
Salisbury



Neil Harrington
Town Manager
Salisbury

Wilma McDonald
Selectman
Salisbury

Charles Takesian
Selectman
Salisbury

Shane Hoctor
Selectmen
Sandwich

Katjana Ballantyne
Councilor, Ward 7 and Council President
Somerville

Jesse Clingan
Councilor, Ward 4
Somerville

Lance Davis
Councilor, Ward 6
Somerville

Ben Ewen-Campen
City Councilor, Ward 3
Somerville

Stephanie Hirsch
Councilor-at-Large
Somerville

Wilfred N. Mbah
Councilor-at-Large
Somerville

Matthew McLaughlin
Councilor, Ward 1 and Vice President
Somerville

Mark Niedergang
Councilor, Ward 5
Somerville

Mary Jo Rossetti
Councilor-at-Large
Somerville

Jefferson Thomas Scott
Councilor, Ward 2
Somerville

William A. White, Jr.
Councilor-at-Large
Somerville

Jonathan Chines
Town Councilor
Wakefield

Julie Smith-Galvin
Town Councilor
Wakefield

Sharline Nabulime
City Councillor
Waltham

Caroline Bays
Councilor-At-Large
Watertown

Tony Palomba
Councilor-At-Large
Watertown

Vincent J. Piccirilli Jr.

City Council Vice President and District C
Councilor

Watertown

Lise Olney
Selectman
Wellesley



David W. Archibald
Select Board Chair
West Newbury

Glenn A. Kemper
Select Board Member
West Newbury

Richard Parker
Select Board Member
West Newbury

Sean Powers
Councilor at Large
West Springfield

Joyce Palmer-Fortune
Selectman
Whately

Susan Bunnell
Board of Selectmen, Chair
Wilbraham

Anne O’Connor
Select Board Member
Williamstown

Michael Bettencourt
Select Board Vice Chair
Winchester

Mariano Goluboff
Select Board Member
Winchester

Amy Shapiro
Select Board Member
Winchester

Susan Verdicchio
Select Board Member
Winchester

Peter Christopher
Town Councilor
Winthrop

Robert DeMarco
Town Councilor at Large
Winthrop

Charley Rose
Selectboard Chair
Worthington

Norman Holcomb
Selectman
Yarmouth



