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What is stormwater?

Stormwater runoff is one of the greatest threats to clean
water in Massachusetts and a public health concern. It is
generated from rain and snowmelt that flows over impervi-
ous surfaces, such as paved streets, parking lots, and build-
ing rooftops, and does not soak into the ground. The runoff
typically is a mix of bacteria, chemicals, metals, nutrients,
hydrocarbons, and other pollutants that flows down storm
drains into the waterways the public relies on for drinking
water and recreation. Common pollutants in stormwater
runoff include antifreeze, detergents, fertilizers, gasoline,
household chemicals, oil and grease, paints, pesticides, fecal
matter from pets, farm animals, and wildlife, road salt, trash
such as plastics and cigarette butts, sediments, ammonia,
and solvents. According to EPA, stormwater discharges are
causing or contributing to at least 556% of the water quality
impairments in all Massachusetts’ assessed waters. Clogged Storm Drain by Chris Hamby/licensed under CC by 2.0

The nine co-plaintiffs of MASS RIVERS v. E. SCOTT PRUITT, EPA

The co-plaintiffs in our lawsuit challenging the EPA are Neponset River Watershed Association, Connecticut River Conservancy,
Merrimack River Watershed Council, Taunton River Watershed Alliance, OARS, Ipswich River Watershed Association, Mystic River
Watershed Association, Jones River Watershed Association, and North and South Rivers Watershed Association.

Together these groups protect some of the largest watersheds in Massachusetts and cover over half of the state. We are proud to

have them stand with us - and with you.
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“Mass Rivers’ legal green team” from page 4.

Kevin: I grew up in Virginia so [ have some great early memories of canoeing on the Potomac River with my dad and two broth-
ers. Nowadays, I'm lucky to have the North River as my “home” river. My most recent favorite experience was a Father’s Day canoe
trip on the upper reaches of the North River with my wife and two daughters. It gets surprisingly remote and wild in that area of
the river, and we were gliding near the bank when we saw a giant snapping turtle swim slowly up from the river bottom and start
munching on some vegetation at the surface. It felt like something out of Jurassic Park. My girls didn’t get out of the canoe much
after that.
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Massachusetts Rivers Alliance

Mass Rivers' mission is fo protect and
restore rivers across the Commonwealth.

Board Officers

Mark P. Smith, President

Nancy Hammett, Vice President
Andrea Franz, Treasurer

Paul Beaulieu, Clerk

Board Members

Anna Aguilera, Wayne Castonguay, Roger
Colton, lan Cooke, Mary Griffin, Judy Grinnell,
Andy Magee, Nagesh Mahanthappa,
Deirdre Menoyo, Pam Resor, E. Heidi Ricci,
Emily Scerbo

Staff
Julia Blatt, Executive Director

Gabby Queenan, Policy Director
Elissa Grad, Development & Ops Manager
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Mass Rivers Annual Meeting 2017 - A Night to Remember

Telling the 200-person crowd to “put on your big girl pants,” former EPA
Administrator and our 2017 Guest Speaker Gina McCarthy urged audience members
at the Mass Rivers Alliance Annual Meeting not to give up. “The federal government
never had an original idea in its life,” she insisted, explaining that her long experience
in government showed her that it’s the grassroots initiatives that create change.
McCarthy’s entertaining and inspiring speech had the crowd laughing, nodding,

Gina McCarthy and Mass Rivers staff.
Photo by Carole Smith Berney

and finally, on its feet in
an enthusiastic standing
ovation.

Mass Rivers also
recognized outstanding
contributions to river
protection by recently
retired EPA permit writer
Dave Pincumbe, former
Division of Ecological
Restoration Director Tim
Purinton, and Charles River
Watershed Association
Associate Director and

General Counsel Margaret Van Deusen. The three were given River Hero awards.
Thank you for making this event our largest and most successful yet. We hope to

see you in 2018!



